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WHO WAS THE AUTHOR?  
Å Unknown.   
Å Why not Samuel?  

Å Samuel dies before many of the  narrated events 
occurred (I SAM 25:1). 

Å Samuel did write the record of ñSamuel the Seerò                                             
(I Chron. 29:29) and defined ideal kingship (I Sam 
10:25).  

Å Why name these books after Samuel? 
Å Samuel is chosen because of his important work.  Known 

as the ñking maker!ò  Key figure at the start.  
Å He is the transition figure between the tribal 

confederacy and the monarchy (Acts 3:24, 13:20).  
Å He was a judge, priest, and a great man of faith (Heb 

11:32).   
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Why two books of Samuel? 
Å These were originally one scroll. 

Å Divided up by Septuagint translators 
(270 BC).   

Å The break is unfortunate because it 
separates the death of Saul from 
Davidôs great lament.  

 



INTRODUCTION  

When was it written?  
Å Sometime during the divided kingdom.  

Å I Sam 27:6 ñZiklag  pertains unto the 
kings of Judah unto this day.ò  
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Outline of the books 
Å History of Samuel (I Sam 1-7). 

Å History/Reign of Saul (I Sam 8 -15). 

Å History of David (I Sam 16-31). 

Å Davidôs Reign as King (2 Samuel)  
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How much time is covered? 
Å About 125 years total. 

Å 1140 -1015 BC. 

Å Last two judges and first two kings!  

 



An Important 
Transitional Figure  



Samuelôs Birth and Early Life (I Sam 1-3).      


