
“But an hour is coming, and now is, when the true 
worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and 
truth; for such people the Father seeks to be His wor-
shippers. God is spirit; and those who 
worship Him must worship in spirit and 
truth.” (John 4:23-24)  The direction 
that Jesus sets forth is clear and 
completely unambiguous. When 
one engages in worship to God, it 
must be accorded  with both spirit 
and truth. A balance. With some 
there seems to be an overbalance 
with respect to “spirit” and precious 
little respect paid to “truth”.  On 
the flip side, others place the em-
phasis on “truth” while being seem-
ingly devoid of “spirit”.  Clearly the 
thinking on the part of many over the centuries 
is that worship would be enhanced by the in-
troduction of mechanical instruments and sadly 
now there is a growing acceptance by some 
(albeit a small percentage) within  the body of Christ 
to do likewise. In so doing they trample under-
foot truth… 
 
C.H. Spurgeon, a noted Baptist preacher from 
the 1800’s made a most poignant statement 
with respect to the use of mechanical instru-
ments of music during worship. He made a 
connection to prayer wheels that are used by 
Buddhists to enhance their prayers. The wheel 
is spun, while the individual utters a mantra. 
Note Spurgeon’s statement in full. “David ap-
pears to have had a peculiarly tender remem-
brance of the singing of the pilgrims, and assur-
edly it is the most delightful part of worship 
and that which comes nearest to the adoration 

of heaven. What a degradation to supplant 

the intelligent song of the whole congregation 
by the theatrical prettinesses of a quartette, the 
refined niceties of a choir, or the blowing off of 
wind from inanimate bellows and pipes! We 
might as well pray by machinery as praise by 
it” (Commentary on Psalm 42:4). Logic seems to 

dictate that if one is willing to concede the use of 
mechanical instruments of music in worship in 
order to enhance it, then one might as well bring 

in prayer wheels as well. A valid point 
indeed, for we have equal Bible based 
authority for one as well as the oth-
er...NONE 
 
“So faith comes from hearing, and hearing 
by the word of Christ.” (Romans 10:17)  

“...whatever is not from faith is 
sin.” (Romans 14:23)  While it is true 
that in the New Testament, the Scrip-
tures never condemns the use of in-
struments of music in worship, but it 
is equally true that it does not author-
ize them. One can never assume the 

approval of God to engage in something simply 
because we do not have a specific prohibition 
against it.  Consider the example seen in Cain 
and Abel, which will help to illustrate this point. 
The author of Hebrews writes, “by faith Abel of-
fered to God a more excellent sacrifice than 
Cain…” (Hebrews 11:4)  Inasmuch as God is not a 
respecter of persons, we can fully know that 
both had been instructed not only to sacrifice 
but also what to offer. One chose to offer by 
faith, and not to assume a liberty could be taken 
and thereby offer a sacrifice of one’s own choos-
ing. One opted to please God by faith, the other 
pleased self under the guise of religious homage 
to God.  Not unlike what is being seen across 
the spectrum of those making a claim of servi-
tude to God. 
 
In part two of this series the focus will be that 
God has specified acapella singing for the church 
belonging to Christ.  Passages such as Ephesians 
5:19 and Colossians 3:16 clearly bring this point 
out, which we will look at.  However, the voice 
of history will also be looked as a point of inter-
est as for century upon century staunch opposi-
tion to instrumental music in worship was firmly 
in place. What changed?   (wbe) 
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