WINNETKA AVENUE CHURCH OF CHRIST

The Bulwark

TICKLING THE IVORIES (onctusion

In the spirit of restoration it is im-
perative that whatever we do, it
needs to be able to be traced back
to the practices in place
within the church in the
first century. In parts one
and two of this brief se-
ries we noted the sentence
structure and word defini-
tion of Ephesians 5:19
and Colossians 3:16. We
also notice (albeit briefly) ¥4}
the voice of history with <R
resect to the lack of use of
the mechanical instrument
of music in the worship service.
But let us once again go back and
notice some poignant thoughts re-
garding music during worship ser-
vice to God.

In his work on Psalms 41, Chrys-
ostom who lived in the fourth cen-
tury after the birth of Christ, wrote
the following. “David formerly
sang songs, also today we sing
hymns. He had a lyre with lifeless
strings, the church has a lyre with
living strings. Our tongues are the
strings of the lyre with a different
tone indeed but much more in ac-
cordance with piety. Here there is
no need for the cithara, or for
stretched strings, or for any instru-
ment; but, if you like, you may
yourself become a cithara, mortify-
ing the members of the flesh and
making full harmony of mind and
body.”

Erasmus, a Dutch scholar of the
New Testament (1469ad-1536ad) in
his commentary of 1Corinthins
14:19 penned the following
thoughts. “We have brought into

our churches certain operatic and
theatrical music; such a confused,
disorderly chattering of some
words as I hardly think
was ever in the Grecian
or Roman theaters. The
church rings with the
noise of trumpets, pipes,
and dulcimers; and hu-
man voices strive to bear
their part with them.
Men run to church as to
a theatre, to have their
ears tickled...” What a
dramatic change over
the centuries.

It is fascinating to notice what is
found in the Catholic Encyclope-
dia, volume 10. “For almost a
thousand years Gregorian chant,
without any instrumental or har-
monic addition was the only music
used in connection with liturgy.”
By way of explanation, liturgy is a
rite or form of worship. In the
same volume of the Catholic Ency-
clopedia one would also find,
“...the first Christians were of too
spiritual a fiber to substitute life-
less instruments for or to use them
to accompany the human voice.”

Adam Clarke, the noted commen-
tator wrote, “John Wesley, who
was a lover of music, and elegant
poet, when asked his opinion of
instruments of music being intro-
duced into the chapels of the Meth-
odists, said in a terse and powerful
manner, ‘I have no objections to
instruments of music in our chap-
els, provided they are neither heard
nor seen.” Lyman Coleman, a not-
ed Presbyterian echoed Wesley’s
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thoughts on the secularization
of music within the religious
world.

Martin Luther, John Knox and
John Calvin all religious leaders
of their day (and founders of main-
line denominations) all rejected the
use of instruments of music in
worship. All citing that such
was not practiced by the church
in the first century and there is
no authority for it what so ever!
Makes one go “hmmm”, be-
cause so much of what is now
taught and practiced in the vari-
ous denominations is not con-
sistent with what is seen in the
New Testament. “And whatev-
er you do in word or deed, do
all in the name of the Lord Je-
sus, giving thanks through Him

to God the Father.” (Colossians
3:17)  (wbe)
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