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KEEPING THE DREAM ALIVE

Norman Bales of Minden, Louisi-
ana wrote an article some years
ago dealing with keeping the
dream alive. In said article, Bales
noted the import of
keeping any dream
alive was to make
sure that it is expan-
sive enough. As I
read the article once
again, I noticed that
he placed emphasis
on “impact” and
“success”’; neither of
which  could be
achieved unless
along the way there
were specific goals in place.

In the article, Bales quoted from
James Michener, the noted author,
who was well into his 80’s when
he was quoted as having said, “I
have enough ideas to keep me
writing well into the next century.”
A man with expansive goals to say
the least. Moreover, we need to
learn from that statement, and (1)
recognize one is never to old to
have dreams, and (2) to awaken to
the fact that oft times we lose sight
of our dreams because we make
them too small. Keep the dream
alive!

I couldn’t help but to think back to
Epaphras in reading the article.
Epaphras is introduced in the book
of Colossians, as a man with
“dream”. It was something that he
longed for, and worked diligently
in hopes of having it becoming a
reality. He was not naive, he knew
it wouldn’t happen overnight; nor

would it be realized without much
effort.

What Epaphras had set up as his
“dream”  for  the
church is articulated
by Paul in Colos-
sians, chapter four
and verse twelve.
“Epaphras, who is
one of your number, a
. bondslave of Jesus
" Christ, sends you his
";\ greetings, always la-
boring earnestly for
you in his prayers,
that you may stand
perfect and fully assured in all the
will of God.”

Knowing what his expectation was
for the church, Epaphras made cer-
tain to lay the foundation needed in
order to realize the dream. Paul
points out that it was Epaphras
who taught them about faith, hope
and love. Not to mention the
teaching he gave to them by his
stellar example of zeal and his
open willingness to be of service
for the cause of Christ (see Colossians
1:3-8). His dream was large enough,
and it served him well; a motivator
to help keep the dream alive.

Do you have a “dream” for the
church? Do you think that
“dream” is large enough? Does it
keep you motivated? It is probably
logical to assume we all share the
same ultimate dream or goal of
going to Heaven when this life is
over (see Philippians 3:8-14). But in
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order for that to become a reali-
ty, we needs goals and
“dreams” in this life to effec-
tively spur us forward.

So what is your “dream” for the
Lord’s church? Is that “dream”
still alive, if it has faltered what
can be done to bring it back to
life? Now a really big question,
what are you doing right now to
realize that “dream”? Noted
poet, William Herbert Carruth
wrote, “May God pity the little
that’s left of man when the last
of his dreams are dead.”

“..forgetting what lies behind
and reaching forward to what
lies ahead, I press on toward
the goal for the prize of the up-
ward call of God in Christ Je-
sus.” (Philippians 3:13b-14) (wbe)
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