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"..MAKE MERCHANDISE OF YOU.”

There was a Drabble comic strip that ap-
peared some years ago that is a “classic”.
Norman Drabble’s father is seated at the
kitchen table looking chagrined, while he
looks at his report card. “I guess I’'m not cut
out for college, Norm...”, the father says to
his son. He continues, “Look, | flunked all my
classes!”. Taking the report card from his
father, Norman says, “Dad,
why on earth did you take
Theology, Cosmetology, and
creative accounting?” The
father looks up at his son
and replies, “l was consider-
ing a career as a TV evange-
list!” Ah yes, the stereo typi-
cal “television evangelist” is
easy to spot. Perfectly coiffed hair, gleaming
teeth, spotless complexion and jewelry that
would make the Gabor sisters drool. They
then ply their trade, to “make merchandise”
of their viewers by twisting and turning the
truth found in the Scriptures. A true snake oil
salesman.

“Now | urge you, brethren to keep your eye
on those who cause dissensions and hin-
drances contrary to the teaching which you
learned, and turn away from them. For such
men are slaves not of our Lord Christ but of
their own appetites; and by their smooth and
flattering speech deceive the hearts of the
unsuspecting.” (Romans 16:17-18) Paul was suc-
cinct in his warning, but bear in mind he was-
n’t necessarily writing about
“denominational” preachers selling people a
bill of goods. He was dealing with those with-
in the ranks of the Lord’s church, “all the
churches of Christ greet you.” (Romans 16:16)

It is so sad when you realize that there are
those that will accept everything they see or
hear; hook, line and sinker without ever taking
the time to “fact check” to see if it harmonizes
with the Scriptures. Most people spend more
time selecting a watermelon than they do ex-
amining what they are taught spiritually! Re-
gardless of who the preacher may be, it is pos-
sible that he could be wrong.
While it may not be intention-
al, it stil may be wrong.
“Examine everything carefully;
hold fast to that which is
good.” (1Thessalonians 5:21)

Many times we allow our atti-
tude toward a given preacher
to cloud our acceptance of truth or the teach-
ing of error. In no way should we allow this to
enter into the picture. The core issue has to be
truth. To be sure it is possible that some
preachers may bristle at the very notion that
they could be wrong, but face it, we’re human,
any one could be wrong. You owe it yourself,
the God of heaven as well as to the preacher
or teacher to examine everything carefully. If
the preacher or teacher should be wrong, then
you owe it him to go and discuss it, while hold-
ing an attitude of not being disagreeable. Who
knows, in the course of the discussion, you
might just find out he was right; or that you
both were wrong.

There is far and away too much at stake, to
have anyone, with feigned words, to spiritually
sell you a “bill of goods.” To make merchan-
dise of you, or anyone else for that matter.
Hold fast to that which is good. (wbe)



