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“Mark well her bulwarks,
consider her palaces, that
you may tell it to the

generation following”
Psalms 48:13

MARKS THAT MATTER

Rapper turned “country rappet”, Jelly Roll
(birth name Jason Bradley DeFord), has over 100
tattoos. In an interview that appeared on
GMA, March 15, 2024, he candidly stated
that he “regrets 97% to 98% of his tat-
toos” going on to note that
they represent “core phi-
losophies” he once held,
not the ones he holds to-
day. In another interview
for “Audacy Check In”, he
is quoted as having said, “I
have more tattoo regrets
than I do, ‘Man I'm glad I |
got this.” In an article that
appeared in the Novem-
ber/December 2024 issue
of Psychology Today, Vini-
ta Mehta, Ph.D. set forth that roughly 33%
of Americans have tattoos. Mehta asserts
that “body art” oft times communicates
unique and extremely personal stories.

“Do you feel that tattoos are part of your
identity?”, was but one question that was
presented to those that took part in the
research that was done as the basis for the
article. Most of the participants felt their
tattoos did indeed reflect their identity.
Setting them apart. Perhaps a sense of
nonconformity. A uniqueness.

“And do not be conformed to this world, but be
transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you
may prove what the will of God is, that which is
good and acceptable and perfect.” (Romans 12:2)
The child of God is truly one who must
embrace a mind set of non conformity.

However, not on the basis of just being
different for difference sake, but as a result
of a personal decision to have a close rela-
tionship with God. Which will bring about
a change in the life of the individual and
will be characterized by things seen. Paul in
Galatians, chapter three
talks about being ‘““lothed
with Chrisf’, then in chapter
six and vetrse seventeen
wtites, “From now on let no
one cause trouble for me, for I
bear on my body the brand-
marks of Christ.”

While in all likelihood Paul
was speaking of the scars
he bore from being persecuted, neverthe-
less when one becomes a child of God, and
puts on Christ in baptism, the change that
comes as a result is seen. T have been crucified
with Christ; and it is no longer 1 who live, but
Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in
the flesh 1 live by faith in the Son of God, who
loved me, and delivered Himself up for me.” Bear-
ing the marks of Christ.

The child of God has an identity that is
readily visible. Both Peter and Paul touch
on the identifying marks seen by those who
have put on Christ (see Galatians 5:22-24; 2Peter
1:2-11) But what is of note is seen in the
cautionary that Peter sets forth. “For be who
lacks these qualities is blind or short-sighted, hav-
ing forgotten bis purification from bis former
sins.” (2Peter 1:9) Let us never forget what
Christ has done for us. Let our life shine as
a light (see Philippians 2:15) (o



