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The Bulwark

"RENDER UNTO CAESAR...”

George Harrison wrote the song
“Tax Man”, which debuted on the
Beatles 1966 album, Revolver. If
you have never heard the song, or
perhaps you have but have never
really listened to the
lyrics, they are interest-
ing to say the least. “Let
me tell you how it will
be, there’s one for you,
nineteen for me, ‘cause
I’m the taxman. Should
five per cent appear too L5
small? Be thankful I *
don’t take it all, ‘cause (&
I’'m the taxman. If you &
drive a car, I’’1l tax the
street. If you try to sit,
I'll tax your seat.”
finally concludes after more chid-
ing, it does so with “Now my ad-
vice for those who die, (Tax man!)
declare the pennies on your eyes
(Tax man!)” With the dreaded tax
day just a couple of days ahead,
those words kind of touch a cord.

In the twenty-second chapter of
Matthew, the plot of the Pharisees
to trap Jesus is seen and it centered
on taxation. He was asked,
“..what do you think? Is it lawful
to give a poll-tax to Caesar, or
not?” (v17) Jesus, aware of their
dubious intentions said, “Why are
you testing Me, you hypocrites?
Show Me the coin used for poll
tax.” (v.18-19) A denarius was pre-
sented to Jesus and He then said to
them, “Whose Ilikeness and in-
scription is this? ’(20) They re-
sponded, “Caesar’s”, whereupon
Jesus said, “Then render unto Cae-
sar the things that are Caesar’s;
and to God the things that are

As the song

God’s.” (21) Jesus’ statement left
them speechless, but it shouldn't
have.

Notice what Paul pens
to the brethren in Rome
as seen in Romans
F Hms'n' | 13:7. "‘Render to all
éﬁug.;}s ;whaz is due thgm; tax

_/ to whom tax is due;

== custom to whom cus-
B tom; fear to whom
Y fear; honor to whom
honor.” While we may
not like to pay taxes,
“ nevertheless we must
PR “vender unto Caesar”.
But go back to what Jesus said as
seen in Matthew 22:21, for He
pointed, “render unto God the
things that are God’s”.

We all are under obligation to
“render unto God the things that
are God’s.” So exactly what are
“the things that are God’s”
Well, for one, paying the due tax
and being a good citizen of the
country in which we live.

As a good citizen, one honors
elected officials. Granted that at
times it is a challenge to grant hon-
or to some who hold public office;
nevertheless out of respect for God
we comply. “For such is the will
of God that by doing right you may
silence the ignorance of foolish
men.” (1Peter 2:15 see also verses 13-14,
17) In like fashion, we obey the
laws that have been set in place (see
Romans 13:1-7), provided they do not
conflict with the will of God (see
Acts 5:29).
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Factor in as well what Paul
wrote to Titus as seen in the
first two verses of chapter three.
“Remind them to be subject to
rulers, to authorities, to be obe-
dient, to be ready for every
good deed., to malign no one, to
be uncontentious, gentle, show-
ing every consideration for all
men.” As a child of God we are
constantly to be of the mind to
do good and be good: a good
axiom to carry with us day by
day.

While in the cartoon to the left,
it states THE IRS as being “all
theirs”. Psalms 24:1 says, “The
earth is the Lord’s, and all it
contains, the world, and those
who dwell in it.” We render to
God what He has asked, and
that we do gladly = (wbe
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