
Masterpiece, is defined as being a 
work done with extraordinary skill.  
The word more often than not is 
used with respect to works of art.  
The Mona Lisa is 
considered to be a 
masterpiece. It is 
said to be a national 
treasure of France, 
thereby protected by 
law and not for sale. 
As such it holds no 
“market value”, but 
was insured for $100 
million back in 1962. 
When one factors the 
rate of inflation, the 
value would be 
somewhere north of 
$1 billion today. One 
might say it is price-
less; or is it? 
 
In 1910, the Mona 
Lisa was stolen from the Louvre. It 
was returned in 1913. However 
during the time it was missing, a 
master art forger by the name of 
Yves Chaudron made six forgeries, 
more like clones, of the world’s 
most celebrated painting; he was 
that skilled as an artist. Those were 
then sold on what would now be 
called the “black market” to the 
uber wealthy for $300,000. None 
of the forgeries have been found 
and rumors abound that what was 
returned and is now hanging in the 
Louvre is a forgery!   
 

There is only one, real Mona Lisa 
which was painted by Leonardo da 
Vinci. It is a masterpiece. Now 
tweak your thinking just a bit. Has 
the vast majority of mankind em-
braced, with respect to religion, the 

masterpiece laid out by God in His 
word, or a forgery?  There is but 
one way that God has authorized 
and it is found laid out in His 

word; and whatever 
does not harmonize 
with what is found 
therein is a fake.  
 
In Ephesians 3:10, 
Paul writes, “in or-
der that the mani-
fold wisdom of God 
might now be made 
known…”  The au-
thor of Hebrews 
notes that just as 
Moses was warned 
by God, “that you 
make all things ac-
cording to the pat-
tern…” (8:5). The 
same is applicable 
to us today. 

 
In authenticating an original mas-
terpiece whether it be a work of art 
or manuscript or for that matter 
anything, there are “marks that 
matter”.  The same is true with 
respect to things of a spiritual na-
ture. There exists a unique 
“oneness”. Jesus said in Matthew 
16:18 “I will build My church”, so 
therefore one must look at the 
builder of what they follow. Is it 
Joseph Smith, John Wesley, John 
Knox, Ellen White, Charels Rus-
sell, Martin Luther or a cast of 
dozens more upon which a forgery 
was created? 
 
Notice the “oneness” as found in 
Ephesians 4:4-6. One body, one 
Spirit, one hope, one Lord, one 
faith, one baptism and one God 

and Father. A seven part plan of 
oneness, seen on display in the 
pages of the New Testament. 
“According to the pattern” 
 
Yet another mark that matters is 
age. The Mona Lisa was paint-
ed in 1503 ad., anything crafted 
after that is a blatant forgery. 
The church belonging to Christ 
and bearing His name, was 
founded in the first century, on 
the day of Pentecost following 
the death, burial and resurrec-
tion of Jesus as set forth in Acts 
the second chapter.  
 
In my office I have a copy of a 
masterpiece. Nobody would 
think even for the remotest 
amount of time it was the origi-
nal. Such is the case in what is 
passing around in the religious 
world. Imitations, forgeries. 
There is only one truth. 
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