
 

 

 

 

 

 

    
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

He then goes on to point out “Even 
so you too outwardly appear right-
eous to men, but inwardly you are 
full of hypocrisy and lawless-
ness.” (Matthew 23:28) 

 
It is a sad com-
mentary but some-
times the same 
thing can be said 
today. As the year 
draws to a close, 
many people will 
take a long look at 
their life and rec-
ognize the need 
for change. That 
change however  
must be more than 
a mere exterior 
makeover.  Which 
is exactly what 

Paul challenged the brethren in 
Ephesus to do. “But you did 
not learn Christ in this way,  if in-
deed you have heard Him and 
have been taught in Him, just as 
truth is in Jesus,  that, in reference 
to your former way of life, you are 
to rid yourselves of the old self, 
which is being corrupted in ac-
cordance with the lusts of de-
ceit, and that you are to 
be renewed in the spirit of your 
minds, and to put on the new self, 
which in the likeness of God has 
been created in righteousness and 

holiness of the truth.” (4:20-24)  
 
Throughout our lifetime there will 
be times when change is called for,  
as voiced by Paul in his epistle to 
the Romans. “I urge you therefore, 
brethren, by the mercies of God 
that you present your bodies a liv-

ing and holy sacrifice, accepta-
ble to God, which is your spir-
itual service of worship. And do 
not be conformed to this world, 
but be transformed by the re-
newing of your mind, that you 
may prove what the will of God 
is, that which is good and ac-
ceptable and perfect.” (12:1-2) 
 
“...examine yourselves!” is yet 
another challenge set forth by 
Paul, this time in 2Corinthians 
13:5.  The process of change is 
a continual one. Did you notice 
in the passages from Ephesians 
as well as Romans, the change 
was generated internally? That 
change of one’s mind set, then 
leads to modification (change) of 
behavior into that which is con-
sistent with what is found in 
God’s word.  Change from the 
inside out.    (wbe) 
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CHANGE: TO MAKE DIFFERENT  

 
Change is defined, at least in part, 
as “being to make different in 
some particular way or aspect, to 
alter; to make radically different, 
to transform; to give a different 
position, course, or direction 
to” (Merriam-Webster 

Dictionary).  Change 
happens everyday. 
I got to thinking 
abut that when I 
noticed new pack-
aging on a product 
I was asked to pur-
chase. Was there a 
change made to the 
product itself, I 
wondered? Seeing  
a store employee, I 
asked him and he  
responded with a 
simple “no”.  Kind 
of reminded me of a book that a 
publisher had reissued with a 
splashy new cover. Thinking it 
may have undergone a rewrite and 
thereby been updated I picked it up 
with the intent of buying it. But 
upon looking through it, found that 
the publisher printed the same old 
book, but with a new cover. 
 
What’s that old saying about put-
ting lipstick on a pig, but it’s still a 
pig. In short, no amount of superfi-
cial improvement can bring about 
the needed change required. Fun-
damental change must happen 
from the inside out. Jesus openly 
chastised the scribes and Pharisees 
noting that they “are like white-
washed tombs which on the outside 
appear beautiful, but inside they 
are full of dead men’s bones and 
all uncleanness.” (Matthew 23:27)  

 


