
“My office hours are Tuesday and Thurs-
day afternoons, between two and four.” 
Such began the opening comments for the 
new semester of every class I taught as I 
passed out the syllabus to 
the anxious students, many 
of which were new to the 
college experience. My 
office was not on campus. 
I provided the address and 
urged them to please re-
spect those hours as I oft 
times had other people in 
my office for non school reasons. I went 
on to explain further why I set those 
hours, that I may be writing, studying or 
making calls. Did it work? NO. But you 
know what, I learned to deal with it and 
changed my thinking in respect to being 
interrupted.   
 
Fast forward from to what occurred just a 
few minutes ago. I had just gotten off the 
phone and was about to start on an outline 
for a sermon, when my son walked in the 
door. He flopped down in one of the 
chairs and started talking about something 
that was of a concern to him at the mo-
ment. We talked for awhile, he then got 
up to take his leave and said he was sorry 
for the intrusion. I told him my office 
door is open for a reason; no worry.  Not 
long after his departure, here comes my 
wife with a question. No problem. 
 
There is a powerful lesson that can be tak-
en away from the account found in Luke, 
the eighteenth chapter and verses thirty-
five through forty-three.  A blind man by 
the name of Bartimaeus, sitting along side 
a road (see Matthew 20:29-34; Mark 10:46-52), 
heard Jesus and His followers passing by 
and cried out, “Jesus, Son of David, have 
mercy on me!” (Luke 18:38) Note the fol-

lowing verse, “And those who led the way 
were sternly telling him to be quiet; but he 
kept crying out all thee more, Son of David 
have mercy on me!”  The man clearly was 

seen as an interruption, at 
least by those who were in 
Jesus’ company.  
 
Jesus didn’t see him as such, 
as He stopped in His tracks 
and commanded that he be 
brought to Him (v. 40).  Ulti-
mately Jesus said to Barti-

maeus, “Receive your sight; your faith has 
made you well.” (v. 42)  Now take a minute 
and drink in what transpired, not only the 
curing of a blind man, but that Jesus did 
not look at the interruption as a negative, 
even though he had to stop his journey. Je-
sus exhibited patience, understanding, car-
ing and compassion to name but a few 
character traits. In short, the interruption 
was not an imposition, rather it was an op-
portunity to be of service. 
 
“So then, while we have opportunity, let us 
do good to all men and especially those of 
the household of the faith.” (Galatians 6:10)  
There is an interesting equation, that being 
opportunity coupled with ability equals re-
sponsibility.  When we are interrupted by 
one who genuinely needs help, or a ques-
tion answered, we should embrace the 
chance to be of service, and respond with 
patience, understanding and compassion. 
 
Note a couple of passages from Solomon as 
found in Proverbs. “Do not withhold good 
from those whom it is due, when it is in 
your power to do it.” (3:27)  “He who shuts 
his ear to the cry of the poor will also cry 
himself and not be answered.” (21:13)  Life 
is full of interruptions, accept them and use 
them to the benefit of others.   (wbe) 
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OH NO, NOT ANOTHER INTERRUPTION 


